
President's Day 2021 -- Presidential Quotes

In honor of President's Day, try to match the quotes below with the president who said it (see President's Key). Give it your 

best guess; it's more fun if you don't use Google! Every submission will be entered into a drawing for a chance to win a Kindle 

Fire HD 8 courtesy of the FRIENDS of the Dripping Springs Community Library. Good Luck!

If you're walking down the right path and you're willing to keep walking, eventually you'll make progress.

The most basic duty of government is to defend the lives of its own citizens. Any government that fails to do 

so is a government unworthy to lead.

You can fool all the people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool all the 

people all the time.

Tell the truth, work hard, and come to dinner on time.

A truly American sentiment recognizes the dignity of labor and the fact that honor lies in honest toil.

Whatever the result may be, I shall carry to my grave the consciousness that I at least meant well for my 

country.

The friend in my adversity I shall always cherish most. I can better trust those who helped to relieve the 

gloom of my dark hours than those who are so ready to enjoy with me the sunshine of my prosperity.

It is not strange... to mistake change for progress.

As to the presidency, the two happiest days of my life were those of my entrance upon the office and my 

surrender of it.

Use power to help people. For we are given power not to advance our own purposes nor to make a great 

show in the world, nor a name. There is but one just use of power and it is to serve people.

We become not a melting pot but a beautiful mosaic. Different people, different beliefs, different yearnings, 

different hopes, different dreams.

Motivation is the art of getting people to do what you want them to do because they want to do it.

Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our passions, 

they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.

Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.

The truth will set you free, but first it will make you miserable.

You are not here merely to make a living. You are here in order to enable the world to live more amply, with 

greater vision, with a finer spirit of hope and achievement. You are here to enrich the world, and you 

impoverish yourself if you forget the errand.

There is nothing wrong with America that cannot be cured with what is right in America.

It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit.

America's present need is not heroics but healing; not nostrums but normalcy; not revolution but 

restoration.

The most terrifying words in the English language are: I'm from the government and I'm here to help.

Blessed are the young, for they shall inherit the national debt.

I find the remark, "Tis distance lends enchantment to the view" is no less true of the political than of the 

natural world.

Failure at some point in your life is inevitable, but giving up is unforgivable.

When you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot in it and hang on.

Any man worth his salt will stick up for what he believes right, but it takes a slightly better man to 

acknowledge instantly and without reservation that he is in error.

I have always done my duty. I am ready to die. My only regret is for the friends I leave behind me.

It is far better to be alone, than to be in bad company.

Don't write so that you can be understood, write so that you can't be misunderstood.

Conformity is the jailer of freedom and the enemy of growth.

If men were angels, no government would be necessary.
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This Constitution was not made for a day, nor is it composed of such flexible materials as to be warped to 

the purposes of a casually ascendant influence.

The man of thought who will not act is ineffective; the man of action who will not think is dangerous.

The bud of victory is always in the truth.

One great object of the Constitution was to restrain majorities from oppressing minorities or encroaching 

upon their just rights.

In crucial things, unity. In important things, diversity. In all things, generosity.

Legislation can neither be wise nor just which seeks the welfare of a single interest at the expense and to the 

injury of many and varied interests.

Nothing can stop the man with the right mental attitude from achieving his goal; nothing on earth can help 

the man with the wrong mental attitude.

The President of the United States should strive to be always mindful of the fact that he serves his party best 

who serves his country best.

President's Key

All men profess honesty as long as they can. To believe all men honest would be folly. To believe none so is 

something worse.

I contend that the strongest of all governments is that which is most free.

When a man begins to feel that he is the only one who can lead in this republic, he is guilty of treason to the 

spirit of our institutions.

Peace is a journey of a thousand miles, and it must be taken one step at a time.

The health of the people is of supreme importance. All measures looking to their protection against the 

spread of contagious diseases and to the increase of our sanitary knowledge for such purposes deserve 

attention of Congress.

Let us by wise and constitutional measures promote intelligence among the people as the best means of 

preserving our liberties.

Our differences are policies; our agreements, principles.


